Cervical varices unrelated to placenta previa as an unusual cause of antepartum hemorrhage: A case report and literature review.
Ruptured cervical varicose veins can cause significant vaginal bleeding during the third trimester of pregnancy. The etiology is not uncommon, yet receives little discussion in current literature. We here report such a case with complete evaluations, managements and follow ups; while analyzing similar cases published. A 34-year-old pregnant woman, gravida 1, presented with sudden onset of painless antepartum hemorrhage at 31+5 weeks of gestation. Speculum examination revealed ruptured cervical varicose veins; further evaluations with transvaginal sonography and magnetic resonance imaging were done to study the extensiveness and characteristics of the lesion. The cervical varices spontaneously regressed by postpartum day 4 and no recurrence was observed in the immediate postpartum follow-up period or in the subsequent pregnancy. The case is unique for the lack of association with placenta previa. Cervical varicose veins rupture should be considered for painless vaginal bleeding during the third trimester pregnancy.